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Scientific Thinking Skills

1. Observation  Uses ___________ senses:  sight, __________________, __________________, 
___________________________,  and _______________________.

Observations must be factual and _____________________________________.  Information 
collected through  observation is called ______________________________.  

OBSERVE and describe two items in your basket: 

Observations can be qualitative or quantitative. A qualitative observation 
__________________________________________________________________________________.

A quantitative observation____________________________________________________________

An example of a qualitative observation is ______________________________________________.
An example of a quantitative observation is _____________________________________________.

2. Inferring   You are inferring when you attempt to interpret or explain an observation.  Inferences are not always factual, they are possible explanations.  An example of an inference is:

        Make an inference about the picture in your basket:
      3. Predicting     Making an inference about a _____________________ event.  An example is a 

       weather forecast.  Another example is _____________________________________________.   
      4. Classifying    Grouping together items that are alike.  Some of the things we classified in class

         were:

      5. Communicating   Sharing important _____________________ and _____________________.  It 

      is important to be ______________________________.

